
Writing Titles
Should you Italicize or use Quotation Marks?

When you are writing the title of something—whether it be a book title, movie, or Broadway show, have you

ever wondered whether you should be using italics or quotation marks?

And if you haven't wondered, perhaps from that last statement you realize that you SHOULD be using

italics or quotation marks, and not simply leaving the title to 'blend in' with the rest of your text.

 
Admittedly, sometimes you will have no option, such as when writing a social media post. As of this

writing, we do not have italics as an option with a typical social media post, so quotation marks it is!

However, when you do have the choice, keep in mind the following rules:

 
Longer, stand-alone works should be italicized. This means, book titles, movie titles, Broadway show titles,

album names (goodness, do we still call them "albums")

 
I loved watching the show Bridgerton.

 
Shorter works that are contained within longer works are placed in quotation marks, such as poems,

songs, TV show episode names, and chapter names.

 
In Hamilton, the song "My Shot" is very catchy and exhilarating.

 
Sometimes, works fall into this second category—such as long poems—but are published as a stand-alone,

in which case they would receive italics.

 
At Christmas time, we read from our copy of  ’Twas the Night before Christmas.

 
Exception: when a book, a long poem, or a play is collected in an anthology, we italicize any reference to

the title (not quotation marks) if in fact the work was originally published as a stand-alone.

 
If you have multiple 'layers' cited—such as a book is a series of books—use italics for the highest level and

quotation marks for the next 'level' down.

 
The final part of Lord of the Rings, "The Return of the King," was my favorite.


