
Terminal Punctuation
The period . question mark ? and exclamation point !

If it is a statement, it will end with a period.

But how about a question? Yes, an interrogative statement ends with a question mark.

And to portray excitement, fright, enthusiasm, shock, or other strong feelings, an exclamation point is used. 

Every sentence must come to an end eventually, and the mark at the end is a terminal punctuation mark.

Even a long sentence, like James Joyce's 4,391-word sentence in Ulysses, came to an end eventually. 

 

 

And if you are anything like me, you sound SO excited in every email, that you actually go back and remove half

of the exclamation points so that you don't come across as manic.

Here's an example, taken from one of my very own correspondences (pre-editing):

 

Dear ______
Hi! I am so glad that we connected, and I can't wait to meet you in person! I was thrilled that _____ introduced me to you, your new

book sounds amazing! Please make a date on my scheduler at ____ so that we can meet. Looking forward to it!
Stephanie

 

Yup—WAY too many exclamation points! But since I Googled "Exclamation Point" in my research, I've

discovered a whole genre of memes about the over usage of exclamation points, so at least I feel as if I am in

good company. (And yes, I originally ended the previous sentence with an exclamation point, but then erased it

... see, I AM trying to mend my ways!  ;)

 

Here are some points to remember about terminal punctuation (besides not overusing the exclamation
point):

 

Do NOT use a terminal punctuation mark AND a comma within quotation marks (or anywhere else, for that

matter). For example, the following is incorrect, and the comma should be removed:

 

“Get out!,” Bob yelled.
 

However, when citing a title that includes a terminal punctuation mark in the title, an additional comma may be

required, such as:

 

After working for years at Yahoo!, Mary took a  job at Google.


